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SUBJECT:
Space before floating comment indicator

AUTHOR:
Don Schricker
REFERENCES:



1.
CD 1.7, October 1999


2.
00-0100 - Combined Change Proposal CD 1.7 #1


3.
98-0423 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapters 1 thru 12

PROPOSED REVISION:

Clarify that a space is needed before a floating comment indicator.

JUSTIFICATION:

Comment 24 in 98-0423 states:

Page 39, 6.2.3.2 In-line comments.  The rule contradicts itself:  First it says that one or more superior spaces must follow...well it doesn't say what it follows because "immediately followed" is dangling.  But if we assume it means that space must separate the code from the comments, yet it goes on to say that the comment may be written wherever the a space may be written, and then that the comment has the value of a separator space.  Just tell me, do I need a space before "*>"?  Do I need it in fixed format?   6.1.4.2 doesn't say I do.  Why can't I use "*>" on a compiler directive?    6.1.4.2 doesn't say I can't use it in fixed format and 7.2.2 says I can only use it in free format.  (The only way to rectify this is to allow "*>" everywhere.)

Ms Wallace has rewritten the section on reference format based on this comment and others.  The question that I was assigned to investigate is the first one regarding the requirement for a space before a floating comment indicator.  The applicable rule is on page 37 of CD 1.7, 6.1.3 Floating indicators, syntax rule 2:

" 2)  The floating comment indicator of an inline comment shall be preceded by a separator space, and may be specified wherever a separator space may be specified."

Technically, this sentence is still circular as to whether the floating comment indicator can count as the separator space before a floating comment indicator.  This proposal attempts to remove the circularity.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23‑1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a‑1989 and X3.23b‑1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1.
Page 37, 6.1.3, Floating indicators, syntax rule 2, change in part to read:

"...may be specified, except as the separator space preceding a floating comment indicator."

